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CRECIENDO EN TU INTIMIDAD CON DIOS

“Iniciar una relacion requiere tiempo,
hacer crecer una relacién requiere confianza.”
-Pastor Ezequiel Vélez

Rara vez se registra en el Antiguo Testamento que Dios llamara a
alguien "amigo". Sélo hay dos personas (Abraham y Moisés) a
quienes Dios llamd amigos. Sin embargo, en el Nuevo Testamento
vemos que Jesus llamd amigos a sus discipulos. Jesus les dijo: Ya no
os llamaré siervos, porque el siervo no sabe lo que hace su senor; sino
gue os he llamado amigos, porque todas las cosas que he oido de
mi Padre, os las he hecho saber. " (Juan 15:15). En estos versiculos
Jesus se dirige a sus discipulos. Al inicio de la relacién, se convirtieron
en sus servidores; ahora después de mds de 3 anos de darse a
conocer a ellos, Jesus los declara amigos. Esto nos ensena que, para
desarrollar una relacion intima con Jesus, debemos comenzar por
reservar tiempo diariamente para tener comunién con El.

Iniciar una relacién requiere TIEMPO, hacer crecer una relacion
requiere CONFIANZA. Por eso, la declaracién de amistad de Jesus
estuvo condicionada por un requisito, la OBEDIENCIA. Jesus dijo:
"Ustedes son mis amigos si hacen lo que yo les mando"” (Juan 15:14).
Con esto JesUs estd abriendo la posibilidad para que todos pasemos
de ser Sus siervos a ser Sus amigos; y para lograrlo debemos hacer al
menos dos cosas: conocerlo y obedecerlo. Cuando confiamos en
JesUs, obedecemos sus mandamientos, porque sabemos que El
siempre tiene en mente lo mejor cuando nos pide que hagamos
algo. Cuanto mds obedecemos Sus mandamientos, mds crecemos
en nuestra relacién con El. Cuanto mds crecemos en nuestra
relacién con El, mds El se revela a nosotros.

Una amistad que se ha hecho mds profunda se caracteriza por la
apertura de cada persona en la relacién. En otfras palabras, los
amigos infimos no tfienen secretos entre ellos, al contrario, se
conocen mejor que nadie. El rey David entendid este principio vy
escribid lo siguiente: “La comunidn intima del Senor es con los que le
temen, y a ellos hard conocer su pacto” (Salmo 25:14). Algunas
versiones de la Biblia traducen la frase “la comunidon intima del
Senor” como “el secreto del Senor”. Esto significa que a medida que
crece tu reverencia por Dios, tu relacion con Dios se hard mdas intima,
hasta el punto de que El te revelard Su corazdn sin reservas.

PUNTOS DE ACCION: He descubierto que “El comienzo de nuestra
amistad con Jesus depende de conocerlo, pero el crecimiento de
nuestra amistad con JesUs depende de obedecerlo”. Conocer a
JesUs requiere tiempo, obedecerlo requiere sumision. Por eso,
durante estos 21 dias de ayuno y oracién, a) Reserva un tiempo diario
para conocer a JesUs a través de la oraciéon y la lectura de sus
palabras; b) Luego sométete en obediencia a Sus palabras. Como
resultado, tendrds el gran privilegio de ser llamado amigo de Jesus y
conocer su corazon a un nivel mas profundo. jAmeén!



BIBLICAL FOCUS

“The intimate fellowship of the

Lord is with those who fear him,

and he will make known to
them his covenant.”
(Psalms 25:14, NKJV)
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GROWING IN YOUR INTIMACY WITH GOD

“Starting a relationship requires TIME, growing a relationship requires TRUST”.
-Pastor Ezequiel Velez-

It is rarely recorded in the Old Testament that God called someone a
"friend." There are only two persons (Abraham and Moses) whom God
called friends. However, in the New Testament, we see that Jesus
called his disciples friends. Jesus said to them, "l will no longer call you
servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but |
have called you friends, for all things that | have heard of my Father,
| have made known unto you" (John 15:15). In these verses Jesus is
addressing his disciples. At the beginning of the relationship, they
became his servants and disciples; how after more than 3 years of
making himself known to them, Jesus declares them friends. This
teaches us that to develop an intimate relationship with Jesus, we
must start by setting time aside daily to fellowship with Him.

Starting a relationship requires TIME, growing a relationship requires
TRUST. That is why Jesus's declaration of friendship was conditioned
by one requirement, OBEDIENCE. Jesus said, "You are my friends if you
do what | command you" (John 15:14). With this, Jesus is opening the
possibility for all of us to move from being His servants to being His
friends; and to accomplish this we must do at least two things: know
Him and obey Him. When we trust Jesus, we obey His commands,
because we know that He always has the best interest in mind when
He asks us to do something. The more we obey His command the
more we grow in our relationship with Him. The more we grow in our
relationship with Him, the more He reveals Himself to us.

A friendship that has grown deeper is characterized by the openness
of each person in the relationship. In other words, intimate friends
don’t have secrets among them, to the conftrary, they know each
other better than anyone else. King David understood this principle
and wrote the following: “The intimate fellowship of the Lord is with
those who fear him, and he will make known to them his covenant”
(Psalms 25:14). Some versions of the Bible translate the phrase, “the
intimate fellowship of the LORD” as “the secret of the LORD”. This
means, that as your reverence for God grows, your relationship with
God will grow deeper, to the point where He reveals His heart to you
without reservation.

POINTS OF ACTION:

| have discovered that “The beginning of our friendship with Jesus
depends on knowing Him, but the growth of our friendship with Jesus
depends on obeying Him.” Knowing Jesus takes time, obeying Him
requires submission. That is why, during these 21 days of fasting and
prayer, a) Set aside a daily time to get to know Jesus through prayer
and reading His words; b) Then submit in obedience to His words. As
a result, you will have the great privilege of being called a friend of
Jesus and knowing his heart at a deeper level. Amen!



